
   

Frequently Asked Questions – FAQs     
COVID-19 Ordinance 
 

 

 

1. What is this Ordinance? 
a. The intention of this Ordinance is to echo the public health directives coming 

from the Pennsylvania Department of Health and Office of Governor Tom Wolf. 
 

2. Why is this Ordinance being considered? 
a. Borough Council anticipates that with communication and education, residents 

will choose to take all necessary and reasonable steps to stop community spread 
of COVID. 
 
In the event that residents fail to comply despite efforts to communicate and 
educate, an Ordinance grants the authority to protect the residents of the Borough 
through enforcement measures supporting public health, safety and welfare. 

 
3. What else is being done to stop community spread? 

a. In addition to collaborating with key stakeholders within the community, Indiana 
Borough recently launched a communication campaign called Together Indiana.  
 
Together Indiana is an outreach campaign to coordinate and amplify the 
community’s unified voice as we all work to stay safe amid COVID-19. The 
campaign brings together Indiana’s residents, businesses, and IUP students and 
faculty to share information and ideas to keep our community safe.  
 
Learn more here. 
 

4. Will you fine me for not wearing a mask? 
a. Indiana Borough has discretion to issue a written warning prior to any offenses as 

part of its effort to communicate and educate the public. Each offense is a 
separate offense, with escalating civil penalties. The breakdown is as follows: 

i. First Offense: Written Warning 
ii. Second Offense: $50.00 

iii. Third Offense: $75.00 
iv. Fourth Offense: $300.00 

 
5. What if I cannot wear a mask? 

a. Section 3: Exceptions to Face Covering Requirement of Exhibit A covers 
exemptions to the face covering requirement Exemptions are as follows: 

https://togetherindiana.com/


   

i. Individuals who cannot wear a mask due to a medical condition, including 
those ·with respiratory issues that impede breathing, mental health 
condition, or disability; 

ii. Individuals for whom wearing a mask while working would create an 
unsafe condition in which to operate equipment or execute a task as 
determined by local, state, or federal regulators or workplace safety 
guidelines; 

iii. Individuals who would be unable to remove a mask without assistance; 
iv. Individuals who are under two years of age; 
v. Individuals who are communicating or seeking to communicate with 

someone who is hearing-impaired or has another disability, where the 
ability to see the mouth is essential for communication. 

 
Individuals claiming exceptions may be required to provide appropriate documentation. 

 
6. Does this Ordinance limit gatherings? 

a. Section 3 of the Ordinance states indoor gatherings within Borough limits are 
limited to twenty-five (25) persons, and outdoor gatherings are limited to two 
hundred and fifty (250) persons. This section doesn’t apply to gatherings in 
religious institutions and services or Commonwealth agencies and entities. 

 
7. Who enforces this Ordinance? 

a. The Police Department, Code Enforcement Department and Parking Department 
are authorized to act as ambassadors for communication & education, and to issue 
civil citations pertaining to this ordinance. 
 

8. When does this Ordinance start and end? 
a. The Ordinance shall become effective immediately and sunset on January 1, 

2021, or the recission of the July 1, 2020 Order of the Pennsylvania Secretary of 
the Department of Health, whichever is earlier. 
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